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People Are the Church

The following persons were prayed for during the month of April:
Bonnie Beyer, recovering from recent illness; Barb Ermisch; Linda Fleming; Dale Grant, Marlin’s
brother, lung cancer in both lungs; Gary Grant, Marlin’s brother, Agent Orange Parkinson’s; Claudia
Hicks; Dawn Kreutz; Marilyn Kreutz; Judy Liudahl, recent heart procedure; Harlan Mellem; Lois Odum;
Ralph Steward, Wilma Steward’s nephew, stage 4 Melanoma; Barb Van Winkle; Ruth Walker; Adrian
Washington; Louis Waters; Mark Waters, son of Louis and Barb Waters, colon cancer; Jim Whiting,
Parkinson’s; Jaxon, related to Wilma Steward’s daughter-in-law, 14 year old undergoing chemotherapy

Those We Have Lost
Marian Mathias
03/06/1930 —04/26/2020
Funeral arrangements are pending and will be
shared once they are confirmed.

Marvin “Bud” Burt It’s Easy to Submit a Request for Prayers!
03/29/1928-04/2020 Call: Elinor Colebank (952) 977-9114
Funeral arrangements are pending and will be (OR) Email Lynne Scherer: Imschere@iphouse.com
shared once they are confirmed. (OR) Call the Church Office (952) 881-8601

(OR) Fill out a Prayer Request Card on Sunday
Jane Verby

10/03/1923-03/26/2020
Funeral arrangements are private and a Celebration of Life will be held at a future date.

2020 Directory Corrections

Please call the church office for corrections to the following entries:
Jungers, Jill & Mark

Krei, Judy

Kane, Celesta — please remove

Morrison, Ellen

Parriott, Paul

Committee Meetings & Small Groups

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Hillcrest Church is following the recommendations of Bishop Bruce
Ough, and Minnesota Governor Walz. As they determine it is safe to start meeting in small groups again,
Hillcrest Church will slowly start implementing their small groups and committee meetings. Notices will be
sent out as meetings and gatherings are scheduled. As of the printing of this newsletter, the following has
been pre-determined:

Membership, Evangelism, Missions & Outreach (MEMO) Committee will not meet in the month of May.

Methodist & Mature (M&M) Luncheon & Program will not meet in the month of May. There is no set plan on
when the next luncheon will be.



Financial Update

2020 First Quarter Giving Statements
If you have not received your First Quarter Giving Statement (sent mid-April), please contact Kay Young
or the church to receive your copy.

Giving During Covid-19

We encourage everyone to remember Hillcrest Church financially during this pandemic. Please mail
your weekly offerings to Hillcrest Church or visit the website: www.hillcrestmethodist.org and click the Donate
button to be redirected to electronic giving. Any questions about electronic giving can be directed to Kay
Young.

Upgrades and Renovations

Hillcrest Church has had some amazing upgrades and renovations — from updating areas with fresh
paint to installing an air conditioning system in the sanctuary! We are blessed to have helping hands who have
donated their time and supplies, as well as the ability to hire out the larger projects as needed. If you would
like to help offset the debts of our two largest projects, we welcome your support! The new windows in the
Narthex and Sacristy still needs $6,800 to cover the final costs. The air conditioning system still needs $3,600
to cover the final costs. There are offering envelopes available for each of these projects and Lyman Demaray
is ready to answer your financial questions.

A Time to Tackle

By Becky Cahn

| recently read an article from Forbes that | thought was spot-on because | have only two big things left to
clean/organize in my house: the freezer and my kitchen
cupboards/drawers. “With over 50 percent of the American
population currently under mandatory stay-at-home orders,
anyone with a
non-essential job has suddenly found themselves with lots of extra
free time. Between that and social distancing, there isn’t a better
way to take advantage of the situation and tackle home projects
like spring cleaning.”

| am blessed to have an essential job (I get to write LOTS of employee communications about COVID-19) but | still
find joy from tackling home projects during times of high stress, anxiety and uncertainty because they are things | have
control over.

With the church being closed, there has also been an opportunity to tackle projects there. Many of the projects
on the to-do list were brought to light through the Healthy Church Initiative process and the group’s study of Radical
Hospitality Overall, the improvement projects are geared toward freshening up our space and making it more guest
friendly. Only God can make a church grow but when new people come to our space we will be even more ready to
share Jesus Christ with them.

Overall, our updates are focused on ensuring our space visually reflects a blessing place, a place where people
feel that the spirit is working, a place where people of all walks of life experience safety, respect, unconditional love,
peace, hope and extravagant generosity.

So that you can get excited about what you’ll see when we are able to be back inside the church, we’ve included
some pictures of a few of the key updates. Special thanks to Blaine Massee for his painting skills, Stu Spring for his
handyman skills, Jeff Sha for his assembly skills (bar tables and chairs), Noelle Epp with Fanfare Communications, a
friend and vendor of Becky Cahn’s, for her graphic design skills, and Doug Krugerud for his concrete block drilling skills.

Our Fellowship Hall received a paint refresh, the addition of some bar height seating, and round tables to make
conversation easier.




We also have a New Logo! You probably already caught a glimpse of it when you received the Hillcrest Church
2020 Phone Directory. Logo creation is actually a very interesting combination of science and art. One element I'll bring
to your attention is the steeple. The steeple of our church is a distinguishing element and we wanted to reinforce it in

Fellowship Halt Fireplace View

our new logo...like a beacon to those looking for hope, joy, love.

With the new branding, we also had the graphic designer create new office supplies, like letterhead, business

Fellowship Halk Round Tables

cards, etc. You can see that the business card pictured below incorporates the new logo and the associated color
pallete, as well as emphasizes that we are embracing our calling to be a blessing place.
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New Business Cards

Logo Color Palette

The last example I'll share in this article is signage. David Ottinger, Jeff Sha and Becky Cahn have spent a number
of hours assessing ways we can improve our internal and exterior signage to ensure guests can find their way around our
church. By the time you receive this newsletter, a new sign should be on the brick wall between Bonnie’s office and the

stairwell.
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Welcome to

FHillcrest CHURCH

UPPER LEVEL

f‘v Worship Space

LOWER LEVEL

Fellowship Hall
Library
Restrooms

Children’s Ministry
Nursery

Music Room
Gathering Room

There are likely to be additional modifications completed by the time we return to our physical space. We will

do our best to keep you updated on them and look forward to hearing your thoughts and reactions.




Outreach Update

During the month of March, we financially supported Hillcrest Community School. Your generous giving
has brought in over $S650 to go toward helping offset the school’s lunch debt at the end of the year.

In April, the friends and family of Hillcrest received an Easter letter with an Easter Offering envelope.
Half of the money received will be going to Ardell and Gordon Graner, Missionaries in the Dominical Republic.
Hillcrest Church has supported their missionary work for over 15 years! What an amazing tradition! The other
half will be designated to the Healthy Church Initiative fund, designated to blessing the Hillcrest Family and
community. Blessings have been given in the way of biscotti and the Childcare Staff received “Blessing (Easter)
Baskets”. As of the printing of this newsletter, a total of $471 has been brought in for the 2020 Easter Offering.
If you have not sent in your Easter Offering, please send it to the church by May 31, 2020.

During the month of May, Hillcrest Church will not be collecting items or financial contributions for
outside organizations. We will resume our Monthly Communion Offerings soon. Look for more details in the
June Spire! Any questions about the recipients of Monthly Communion Offerings, or about MEMO in general,
can be directed to Lynne Scherer or the Main Office.

Curb Side Plant Pick Up
Friday May 8 1-6 PM &
Saturday May 9  9-12 noon

West Side Door by Back of Church — Stay in Car, we will deliver your plants to you! We appreciate your
support! Any questions can be directed to Kay Young.

Hillcrest Child Care Center

To say a lot has changed since you last heard from me would be an understatement. 2020 has been a
tough year so far. | started the year off with two consecutive hospital stays, a couple new life-changing
diagnoses, and COVID-19 changing life as we know it for all of us.

First of all | want to thank everyone for the support you have shown my staff and I, both during my
hospital stays and this crazy COVID time. | am so BLESSED to be a part of this wonderful loving faith
community. | have always believed my greatest wealth comes from the personal relationships | have in my
life—you make me feel rich.

Personally, | am doing well. | am adjusting well to my new way of life. | have a wonderful team of
health professionals, friends and family helping me to navigate through the new lifestyle changes necessary
for me to optimize my health. God’s presence was and still remains evidently present throughout this journey.

Things are going well for us at the center too. | am blessed to have such an AMAZING group of teachers
to work side by side with each day. What a GIFT God has given me to have such a dedicated team to “weather
the storms” with. Again THANK YOU to those who stopped by to give them an encouraging word, or dropped
them a note, brought them goodies, or purchased them a meal both while | was hospitalized or during this
COVID time. Also THANK YOU to the prayer warriors that have been praying for the children, my staff, their
families, and | during all of these challenging times. PLEASE keep the prayers flowing. They are appreciated
and felt— God is good!

The children are AWESOME! It is such a breath of fresh air to see their beautiful smiling faces during
this dark time. One of the best things about being here, to care for the children of essential workers, is the
ability to provide the children with some sense of normalcy. They come to Hillcrest each day excited to play
and learn. Their joy is contagious, and such a gift! COVID-19 can and has changed a lot of things, but the love
of our children remains constant and unconditional.

Stay healthy, wash your hands, and keep praying! | pray God wraps his loving arms around you, and
your loved ones, during this difficult time sheltering you from the virus.

Blessings, Child Care Director Bonnie Beyer




The Upper Room Daily Devotionals

The May/June 2020 Upper Room Daily Devotionals have arrived at Hillcrest Church. If you would like a
copy mailed to you, please email Kaite in the main office. The Upper Room is also offering their daily
devotionals online for free, during the pandemic. Simply visit: www.upperroom.com and the main page will be

the day’s devotional.
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How We Share Every Sunday:

Our Gifts Worship, 9:30a Fellowship, 10:30a
Communion First Sunday of Every Month

You will find our members out in the

community serving meals at Loaves and .
i b Hillcrest Church Staff:

Fishes...
Pastor Jill Meents Certified Lay Minister Jerry Jensen
There will be knitters working on prayer y y

shawls or preemie hats while volunteering in

i Communications Coordinator: Kaite Knack

) _ Director of Music: Nancy Miller
Others will be making blankets for a Organist/Pianist: Loryce Sivertson
battered women's shelter. ]
. . Sunday School Teacher: Carm Tenhoff
We will be found making Child Care Center Director: Bonnie B
sandwiches for homeless | are Center Director: onnl'e eyer . . '
Child Care Staff: Kelsey Cornell, Riley McGuinness, Jessica Ronnei,

shelters in the church kitchen, making t-
shirts into diapers...or simply caring for our | Jennifer Contreras Sanchez, Jean Scott, Rosie Sola, Carla Sorensen,

neighbors in countless little ways. Lady Vasquez, Carla Zenk, Kristin Zumberge

People need care...
we try to provide that care
in the name of Jesus.

Share your gifts—Join us!




